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ENTRY KIT
You are invited to create a revolutionary work
of art on the body
wearableartmandurah.com
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About Wearable Art Mandurah
Wearable Art Mandurah is the largest wearable art competition in Australia and an internationally recognised event
that attracts a large, enthusiastic audience. Entries come from Mandurah, Western Australia, interstate and across the
globe.

Mandurah, Western Australia
Mandurah is a vibrant coastal city in the heart of the Peel region of Western Australia, situated approximately 72
kilometres south of the state capital, Perth. Our strong cultural heritage began with the Bindjareb people of the
Bibbulmun Nation, where our ancestral name Manjoogoordap, meaning ‘meeting place of the heart’, gave life to what
is now known as Mandurah.

The benefits of entering:
Great prize money
This year’s prize pool has increased to over $12,000 AUD across all categories and awards. Individual amounts for
each prize may vary.

Workshops
Check out our website and Facebook page for upcoming workshops on concept development, working with
recycled materials, artists talks, etc.
To receive our eNewsletter, email wearableart@mandurah.wa.gov.au with ‘Sign me Up’ in the subject line.

Professional presentation
Artists have access to free professional photography, styling, models and performers for the judging event which add
up to the value of approximately $400 per garment.

Professional development for participants
This unique competition inspires a sense of identity and encourages creative thinking through artistic expression and
storytelling. It offers you the opportunity to develop and learn new skills and inspire personal creative growth.

Awareness raising
Wearable Art Mandurah provide artists with a platform to raise awareness of issues that are important to you, through
exposure to large audiences at showcases, exhibitions, expos, workshops, promotional material, etc.
2

3

Categories
Avant Garde
Push the boundaries of radical design, innovation,
concept development and execution. Avant Garde puts
the “revolutionary” into Wearable Art Mandurah.

Migration
Mandurah’s wetlands are known as a haven for
intercontinental migratory birds, just as our city is home
to people from across the globe.
Explore the flow and flux of travelling populations, both
human and wild.

Black and White
Strip your garment back to the essentials of form,
texture and technique in the monochrome.

Paper
Accept the challenge of fabricating a garment that
is at least 90% paper, demonstrating the fragility and
resilience of the materials. Successful entries will be
displayed in the Alcoa Mandurah Art Gallery. These
garments will not be worn in the showcase but must be
wearable.

Youth
Bold – playful – serious – sophisticated. Celebrating
divergent ideas and the emerging talent of artists 18
years and under.

Tertiary
Open to artists who are students registered at
universities, TAFE institutions or government approved
registered training organisations by 13 June 2020.

Tertiary Pairing Project
An opportunity for tertiary students to explore the
concept of migration by collaborating with other artists,
perhaps far away!
These entrants will be nominated by their tertiary
institution to be paired with a student from a different
institution.
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Special Awards
Artist of the Year
The artist with the highest score across all categories will
earn the prestigious title of Artist of the Year.

International
Open to artists living outside Australia.

Creative Reuse
Reuse discarded objects or materials to create a
product of higher quality or value than the original.
Requires a minimum of 80% repurposed materials.
This is an award that applies across all categories.

First-Time Entrant
All first -time entrants are eligible.

Category Awards
A winner will be selected for each category. Refer to
categories on page 3.

Artists are not eligible for multiple awards. If an artist
is the highest scorer across multiple categories and/
or awards, they will be deemed to win the prize of the
highest value.
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IMPORTANT
DATES
Entry
1 November 2019 to 1 March 2020
Online entries to be submitted via our online entry form
on wearbleartmandurah.com
Cost of entry:
All categories: $75
Youth 18 and under: $30
Tertiary students (students registered in government
approved tertiary education by 13 June 2020): $50

Pre-selection
2 March to 13 June 2020
Complete online pre-selection form, together with an
artist statement and four good quality photographs of
your completed garment, as per photographic brief. We
strongly encourage early submissions.
Successful pre-selection artists will be notified by 10
July 2020 and listed on the website.

Courier and postal entries
Only for artists who are unable to attend the judging
events.
Courier and postal entries due to be received by:
31 June 2020 - Youth and Tertiary entries
7 August 2020 - Adult entries
National and international artists who are unable to
attend their judging event will receive a garment freight
subsidy of $100 AUD.

Judging
Successful pre-selection garments will be professionally
styled, photographed and judged on:

Youth and Tertiary
15 August 2020
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre

Adult
5 September 2020
Mandurah Performing Arts Centre
IMPORTANT: If you are attending the judging event,
please bring your garment with you to dress your model.

Showcase
Weekend of the 7 November 2020
Showcase finalists will be notified by 25 September
2020.
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Criteria
Explore the magic of wearable art by creating
revolutionary works of art on the body. Be inspired to
expand on and refine your artistic skills into expressions
of history, stories and new perspectives on design.
Please review full criteria requirements on the website

Garments will be judged with equal
weighting across these five criteria:

Artistic Vision
•

Articulated inspiration or narrative in your artist
statement

•

The synergy between your artwork and your artist
statement

Creativity and Originality
•

Use of traditional techniques in a non-traditional
way

•

The presentation of unconventional ideas

Innovative Use of Materials
•

The innovation, manipulation and transformation of
materials

Quality of Craftsmanship and
Construction
•

Excellence in form and technique

•

Durability, safety and freedom of movement

Visual Impact
•

Level of visual impact from all angles

Artist Statement:
The artist statement is the communication between
you and the audience, describing your creative process
from creative thinking and construction to results. It may
include your personal history, symbolism, purpose or
philosophy and should represent your artwork. Write
in simple language and consider the relevance to the
category (maximum 100 words).

This project is inclusive of all
skill levels and encourages the
use of all art forms.

7

Ensure you consider the
following:
Structure and Form
•

Move away from the traditional forms of clothing, like dresses, skirts and trousers, and think more in the lines of a
sculptural artwork

•

Be innovative with materials – try to use materials that have been manipulated or transformed rather than using
commercially available fabric or materials

•

Consider how the garment will perform, move and appear on stage. How does it complement the human form?

•

What makes it stand out from the rest?

•

Ensure the garment looks good from all angles

•

Poor quality photographs may reduce your score in the pre-selection judging, decreasing your chances of
advancing to the next stage of the competition

•

Be less than 3 metres in height or length

•

Be durable and be able to be worn up to 15 times

•

Include clear dressing instructions

•

Be safe to wear e.g. well balanced, no sharp edges or not excessively heavy*

•

For a garment to be considered for the showcase, it must fit:
Female

Male

Height: 170cm – 180cm

Height: 180cm – 190cm

Bust: 86cm – 96cm, bra size 10B -12C

Chest: 93cm – 105cm

Waist: 63cm – 73cm

Waist: 81cm – 93cm

Hips: 92cm – 102 cm

Hip: 95cm – 107cm

Shoe size: Eur 38 – 41

Shoe size: Eur 44 – 46.5

* Garments chosen for the showcase or other events may be altered to ensure the safety of the model/performer.
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Terms and Conditions

and/or revoke any awards or prizes that may have been awarded
or given in respect of the garment. In the event of an entry being
disqualified, the prize money must be returned to the City. The
City may also choose to reassign the award according to judges’
scores.

General
a.

Any entries must be safe and be free of sharp, abrasive or toxic
materials that may harm models and performers

b.

“The City” refers to the City of Mandurah

c.

“The Artist” means the person or persons who designed the
garment and whose name or names appear on the application.

d.

An “Entry” is defined as any one garment, designed by an artist
and or artistic team.

e.

“The Model” means the person or persons who demonstrate the
garments. Models and performers will be provided unless there
are extenuating reasons. The ultimate decision on the model
will be made by the City of Mandurah and the Wearable Art
Mandurah creative team.

f.

g.

h.

“Garment” means any entry in this competition competing for
the prize money as set out and available in this competition and
shall include without limitation all objects or materials associated
with the garment.
The Artist shall provide a royalty free licence to the City,
permitting the City to photograph and display any photographs
of the Garment for promotional and marketing purposes,
including commercial gain.
Where the Artist of a garment consists of two or more persons,
payment by the City of any prize money will be deemed to have
been effected and discharged by a payment to any one of the
persons named in the application.

c.

The designer will reimburse the City in full for all losses, liabilities,
damages, expenses and costs incurred by City arising from or
related to a breach of the warranties and representations given
by the designer. For the avoidance of doubt, amounts that may
be claimed by City from the designer include, but are not limited
to the costs of investigating, defending and/or settling any action,
claim or demand.

3.

Garments

a.

Garments must be durable and be able to be worn up to 15
times.

b.

Shoes may be disregarded, we encourage artists to use
spatterdash or ‘spats’.

c.

Garments should be well balanced with weight distribution
directed to the waist and shoulders.

d.

Headwear needs to be well fitted and balanced, and remain in
place with movement. The maximum weight of a headpiece
is 2 kg.

e.

All items the model is required to wear as part of the entry must
be supplied by the designer, including visible undergarments.

f.

Any area that repeatedly makes contact with skin when moving
should be padded.

g.

The Garment must not have been shown in a previous wearable
art event except for the Youth and Tertiary category where this
condition does not apply.

h.

Should a garment get through the judging process and be
accepted for the showcase or exhibition (either in the Paper
category or the Wearable Art Mandurah Exhibition that follows
the showcase) the designer cannot resubmit the garment, or
similar, to any other events or exhibitions within the next twelve
months without the City of Mandurah’s prior approval.

i.

It is the Artist’s responsibility to insure their property. The City
of Mandurah will not be made liable for any damages or loss of
property throughout the competition.

i.

Total prize money for the event is a minimum of $12,000AUD
divided across all categories and special awards. Individual
amounts for each prize may vary.

j.

The City will, at its absolute discretion, determine the monetary
value to be allocated to each prize.

k.

Artists are not eligible for multiple prizes. If an Artist is the highest
scorer across multiple categories and/or awards, they will be
deemed to win the prize of the highest value.

l.

Advertising signs or logos will not be permitted on any Garment
without prior approval in writing from the City.

m.

Garments must comply with perceived standards of public
decency which shall include at the very least the covering of
genital areas and nipples.

j.

The City will provide a $100 AUD freight subsidy for each
successful pre-selected national or international garment
submission.

n.

Judges, in their absolute discretion and/or the City, may
disqualify Artists who bring the Competition into disrepute.

k.

o.

The Artist and the City acknowledge the moral rights accorded
to the Artist pursuant of the Copyright Act 1968 and nothing
in these terms and conditions shall overcome any moral rights
accorded to the Artist pursuant to Part IX of the Copyright Act
1968.

There must be a concealed label with the entry name on the
inside of each component (including accessories) to correlate
with the dressing instruction form provided. Wearable Art
Mandurah takes no responsibility for unlabelled garments

l.

The dressing instruction form provided must be filled in and
provided with all garments at judging.

m.

Do not use perishable materials unless properly treated.
Components submitted using organic materials that may
disintegrate will not be accepted.

n.

2.

Original Creation

a.

It is a requirement of entry into Wearable Art Mandurah, that a
designer’s garment:

b.

i.

is an original creation;

When shipping entries to Western Australia the designer is
responsible for:

ii.

was made by the designer; and

i.

iii.

must comply with design rights and copyright guidelines,
and should not infringe or pose a risk of infringing, the
intellectual property rights of any third party. Guidelines can
be found here: https://fal.cn/protectyourcreativity

ensuring any biological material is properly declared and
meets the requirements for entry into New Zealand;

ii.

establishing if any entries using animal or plant product
comply with the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES); and paying any additional fees
or customs charges that may be incurred.

The City may determine in its absolute discretion whether a
garment complies with the requirements of Clause 2a. In the
event that the City determines that a garment does not so
comply at any stage in the competition process, including after
the awards have been assigned, it may disqualify the designer

o.

Wearable Art Mandurah reserves the right to repair, reinforce
or adjust garments, to preserve the garment and ensure it can
continue to function throughout the course of any performances
or exhibition.

p.

For Garments to be considered for the Showcase, they need to
fit the male and female sizes as per the brief.

d.

Some Garments may be suspended from set points within the
gallery.

4.

Youth Category

e.

Garments will be handled with respect and care utilising the
Garment structure or with the creation of small, incidental
looped stiches within the inside of the Garment.

a.

5.

6.

Artists in the Youth category acknowledge and agree that:
i.

they will obtain their parent/guardian/authorised person’s
consent to enter the competition.

ii.

any prize money will be paid to the parent/guardian/
authorised person on behalf of the entrant; and

iii.

the parent/guardian/authorised person will provide the
City of Mandurah with a valid receipt for any prize monies.

10. Photography
a.

The City of Mandurah reserves the right to photograph entries
in a variety of settings and use the subsequent images for
promotional purposes.

b.

Designers grant the City a perpetual, irrevocable right to
photograph, film or take other footage of their garment for the
purpose of featuring or including the garment, anywhere in the
world, in:

Tertiary Students:
Open to artists who are students registered at universities,
TAFE institutions or government approved registered training
organisations by 13 June 2020.

i.

advertising, promotional and marketing material of any
format including but not limited to print, film and digital;
and other broadcast and media formats.

ii.

merchandise of any type including but not limited to
programmes, clothing, posters, images.

International Award
The country a designer is from, is determined by the country such
designer is a citizen or permanent resident of, at the date of entry.

6.

Paper Category Award
To be eligible for this award, garments must be made from at
least 90% paper (hard materials), not including paints, inks and
thread for embellishment.

7.

Pre-Selection
Photographs of garments submitted for pre-selection must
be presented against a plain flat coloured background with no
pattern or objects that do not pertain to the fabrication of the
garment. Artists must submit at least one full length front and
back photo, two side views, and two close-up views.

8.

Judging

a.

Garments will not be accepted to judging without the
completed and signed dressing instruction form and an
electronic copy emailed to wearableart@mandurah.wa.gov.au

b.

The City/Wearable Art Mandurah will provide models for judging
events. Garments will only be accepted into the showcase if
deemed as safe to wear on the human body by the wardrobe
team. This also hypothetically applies to paper garments.

c.

Choreography, music and creative interpretation of the garments
is at the discretion of the Creative Director.

d.

The City/Wearable Art Mandurah will provide models or dancers
will be provided to present the Garments on stage. Exceptions
will be considered and will be at the discretion of the Creative
Director.

e.

If shoes or accessories restrict movement on stage or are a
safety risk, the Creative Director, at his/her discretion may
choose to exclude them from the performance.

f.

If minor adjustments and repairs are needed during the
showcase, wardrobe attendants will carry those out as far as
possible

g.

Wardrobe attendants will be provided to dress the models
and dancers. If assistance is required, Artists will be contacted
directly by the wardrobe attendants.

h.

Garments need to be safe to wear, with no sharp edges and have
an even weight distribution. Headpieces will have a maximum
weight of 2KG with the heaviest part near or on the head.

9.

Wearable Art Mandurah Exhibition

a.

The selection of Garments to be exhibited is at the sole
discretion of the Gallery Curator.

c.

Wherever possible, the City will acknowledge the designer in
any publication, merchandising and/or promotional material that
contain images and/or footage of a designer’s garment.

d.

The City will photograph all finalist entries for inclusion in the
Wearable art Mandurah Showcase Programme in a standard style,
pose and composition directed by the City.

e.

The designer grants the City a worldwide, royalty free, perpetual,
transferable licence to use any material sent to the City for
promotional, merchandising, exhibition and/or media purposes.

f.

If a designer provides the City with images owned by a third
party, they must seek written consent from the owner of the
images to grant the City full permission to use images under
clause 96.

11.

Returning garments

a.

In the event you have not arranged the return of your garment
after the exhibition, three attempts will be made to contact you
via phone and/or email within a one month period before the
garment is either disposed of or repurposed.

b.

If, after establishing initial contact with the designer, the City
does not receive the required shipping information from the
designer to facilitate the returns process within a one month
period, the City reserves the right to remove the garment from
its collection, recycling the garment where possible.

c.

The City may not be able to send your garment back in its
original packaging.

Image Credits
Photography by Stephen Heath
Garments Cover : Aural Resonance by Carlia Harris
Page 1: Regeneration by Ardea Murphy
Page 3: Gondwana Triumphant by Annie Williams
Page 4: Gaudy Mask Dress by April Richards

b.

Garments will be presented as part of an overall concept and
may, or may not, include all elements or accessories.

Page 5: Just Breathe by Stephanie Munro

c.

Garments will remain in the gallery until the exhibition closing
date.

Page 6: Rainbow Darkness by Deb Ridley

wearableartmandurah.com

